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Most Gracious Heavenly Father, Thank you for the gift of Jesus in our 
lives. Although Easter Sunday has come and gone once again, we daily 
celebrate Jesus’ sacrifice for us. Your Son Jesus Christ, an innocent, 
took the entire shame of a guilty world and, in shedding His precious 
blood, He took the sins of the world to the cross with Him.  
 
He didn’t remain dead and defeated and because of our faith in Him, 
neither do we. We can live with the hope of forgiveness and new life 
with Him in heaven one day. Real smiles showcasing true joy in Jesus 
go a long way in today’s sad society!  
 
Lord Jesus, your children here on earth are suffering daily and search-
ing for hope in the ever-increasing hopelessness of this world. People 
in our churches, in our families, and in our neighborhoods and work-
places need the hope that only YOU bring. Even we, your believers, 
need encouragement in times of trial and despair.  
 
Use Your Holy Word and Your Holy Spirit to grow OUR faith in You so 
that we can plant YOUR seed of faith in others this springtime (and 
always).  
 
We may not see all of the watering, nurturing, and light that this seed 
of faith needs to grow and flourish, but You have called us to just 
plant the seed. We are to share the message of Jesus with others 
even though we may not witness the growth or the final outcome.   
 
We plant the seed of faith in others by sharing your Holy Word, not 
only with new people we meet, but also with those people in our lives 
who we know are constantly suffering and struggling.  
 
Lord, we thank you for uplifting us all and for giving us hope in the 
Son’s light, even on life’s cloudiest days.   

Stephanie Revard. Director of Music 

Reaching, Bringing, Touching 

May 2017 
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To Africa With God’s Love—Rev. Bob and Alice Smith 
After prayerful consideration, Alice and I have accepted invitations to join a 
team of Lutheran educators at the International Lutheran Education Confer-
ence in South Africa May 14 -22, 2017.  In partnership with Lutheran Education 
Association of South Africa, LEA is hosting the conference to provide learning 
opportunities for international guests as well as to provide inspirational global 
perspectives for South Africa educators. Alice and I will be speaking at the 
meetings. Parts of the event will intersect with concerts performed by the Concordia University Chicago 
Wind Symphony on tour and a Reformation 500th Anniversary worship festival. 
 
On May 22, we will fly to Ghana for a week to link with Lutheran pastors, teachers, LCMS missionaries, and 
other local Lutherans. As a Lutheran pastor and teacher with a lifetime of shared experience in Christian 
education, we hope you can see the value in our presence at this conference and in Ghana to link, equip, 
and affirm Lutheran educators across the globe. Our desire is that you might choose to partner with us for 
this trip by becoming a member of our SENDING TEAM.  There are two ways you can do this.  
 
First, we invite you to pray for us: 
Pray for us daily from now throughout the days of our trip – good health, safety, and wisdom, and God’s 
blessing on every aspect of the conference and the Ghana trip with all glory to Him. 
Second, you can participate by contributing financially to our support: 
Our combined cost for the trip is around $10,000.00. Checks can be written to: St. Lorenz Lutheran 
Church; ATTN: SMITH MISSION FUND—St. Lorenz Lutheran Church 140 Churchgrove Rd 48734    
 
Questions? Contact us at: 989-652-3096 or rwsmith316@yahoo.com  

Thank you for taking time to read this letter and to consider partnering with us as we prepare for this 

amazing adventure. We truly appreciate your support and love. More details after we return! 

        God bless you,  Rev. Bob and Alice Smith    

All That Matters              
By: Colton Dixon  

 
I've tasted hopelessness 

I know what heartache is 
But somehow through all of it 

Your love remains 
I've lived through brokenness 

Feeling faceless 
I'm not anonymous 
You know my name 

 
Your Word is 

A light unto my feet 
Your love is 
My identity 

Weekly Music Practices: Church Choir – SUN @ 9:00AM / Praise Team – WED @ 6PM  
Call Stephanie Revard at (989) 239-8483 to get involved with St. Martin’s Music Ministry today.  

 
All that matters 

Is you make all things new 
There's no disaster 

That You cannot undo 
This world will fade,  
and life will change 

All of this is true 
But all that matters 

Is that I matter to You 
But all that matters 

Is that I matter to You 
You've counted every breath 

Each hair upon my head 

 
You know exactly who I am 

And will always 
So I stand with confidence 

On all your promises 
Your love is evidence 
You know my name 

 
All that matters is your  

love will never fade 
All that matters is you're for me 

for always 

mailto:rwsmith316@yahoo.com


ST. MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH, BIRCH RUN PAGE 4 

 
 St. Martin Lutheran 

Church 
10995 Canada Road,  
Birch Run, MI 48415 

Please Rush 

Dated Material 

Published Monthly 

Non-Profit Organization 

      U.S. Postage 

       PAID 
  Birch Run, MI 48415 
          Permit No. 4 

Prayer List 
Adam Weigandt 

Janet Brehaut 
Addison 

Marandan Karpuk 
Rev. Jay Simonsen 

Lily Armentrout 
Carrie Behnke 

Ruth Booth 
Nate Jackson 

Bill Cocks 
Andrew 

Judy Jones 
Anne Schultz 
Dennis Helm 

Dorothy Miller 
Andrew, Landon,  
Jaiden & Kennedy 

Greg 

Judy Jones 
Jen Roth 

Dixie 
Jim 

Marie 
Rose 

 

 
Church Triumphant 

Frank Kierdorf 
 

Thanksgiving 
Karen and Adam’s 48th 

Pastor Brad Yops at St. Martin 
Sunday, May 7th 2017 

 

In the summer of 2014, Flint LCMS Tri-Circuit pastors 

took a prayerful look at transforming one of its member 

churches on Flint’s east side into an urban mission cen-

ter to meet the needs of a neighborhood in disrepair. 

The Michigan District LCMS agreed to support an attain-

able plan to preserve a meaningful presence in the com-

munity. A Flint Eastside Mission task force of LCMS pas-

tors set goals and strategies to recruit congregational 

support. The plan required a 5-year financial and serv-

anthood commitment from interested individuals and 

congregations. By April of 2015, members from nine 

congregations committed to perform Operation Clean  

 

Today, Franklin Avenue Mission is a hub of activity—

operated entirely by an army of missionaries. 

 

Join us for worship on Sunday, 

May 7th as Pastor Yops shares 

God’s word with us, and invites us 

to join in this ministry.  

WORSHIP, WARFARE, VICTORY!  

Dance Tickets Available 
St Martin is honored to host the 30th annual 
dance presentation of Restored to Glory dance 
ministry. Restored to Glory is composed of male 
and female worshippers from age 3 through 
adult from all Christian denominations. The pro-
gram will be on Friday, May 5 at 7 pm and Sat-
urday, May 6, 1pm and 7pm . Ticket 
are $5 for children and adults. Tick-
ets are available at door, but are 
limited. To order tickets, contact 
Beth Chinery (989-284-7818), or 
Jennifer Fruendt  (989-798-7143).


