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Randy Bickel, Family Life/Youth 
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Sunday Worship 8 am & 10:45 am 
Wednesday 7 pm  

www.stmartinbirchrun.org 

Adversity and Discipleship 
When our family goes home to visit with our parents, we find the last 
couple of hours before we must leave the most painful. We are often 
considerably more subdued and quiet, and we avoid the delicate sub-
ject of our departure. That, I believe, is what our Lord is referring to. 
The disciples’ lack of faith evidenced itself in a kind of resistance to 
explore future. For this reason, they, too, needed divine enablement. 

Let us beware of coming down on the disciples for their avoidance of 
persecution and opposition. Suffering is not a popular subject among 
Christians today, either. 

Unfortunately, modern-day evangelistic methods have adopted the 
techniques of Madison Avenue. The approach is to capitalize on the 
positive benefits of the faith, ignoring or underestimating the costs 
involved. Evangelism is conducted more like the college athletic draft 
than the proclamation of the truth. We pick those who appear to be 
the most likely to succeed and then offer them all kinds of induce-
ments to join up with God’s team. No wonder so many new Christians 
stumble over the opposition they face. Life in Christ is not what it was 
said to be. Fortunately for Christians, the courts have not yet enter-
tained suits pertaining to false advertising in evangelistic efforts. 

How sad it is that Christians have not understood that adversity is a 

part of discipleship. In the process of sugar-coating the gospel, we 

have placed a snare in the path of new converts. They expect a life of 

ease and they learn to their dismay that it is a life of struggle and op-

position. The first thing we must know in order to handle a hostile 

world is that the world is hostile to Christ and His followers. 

(Taken from How to Handle a Hostile World, by Robert Deffinbaugh ) 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ST. MARTIN  

SHOWING CHRIST’S LOVE 

TRANSFORMING LIVES 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Our Mission—To showing them Christ’s love, transform lives for 
Christ by meeting our neighbors where they are today, and making a 
difference in our community. 
Our Vision—To live in a community where residents have HOPE for 

today and HOPE for eternity. 
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July 4th – Parade Float 
We are in the planning stages of having a float in 
the July 4th Birch Run celebration.  The theme for 
2018 is “Faces of Patriotism”, we have already 
gained approval from Suski’s to supply the vehicle.  
We are looking for a wagon, helpers, candy dona-
tions and whatever else you think would be needed 
to broadcast God’s love to others.  Our Stephen 
Ministry team will also be walking with our banner.  
If you are interested in sharing ideas or your help, 
contact church office 989-624-9204 or Kellie Ittner 
who is the coordinator of the event.   Thank you 
Kellie for organizing this and we hope you are able 
to join St. Martin! 

Vacation Bible School  
July 9-13 from 9am through Noon at St. Martin Lu-

theran Church, 10995 Canada Rd. Birch Run. This 

year’s theme is Time Lab from Answers in Genesis! 

Sign Up has begun for lining up servants who will 

care for these children during those days.  

 

They will have the opportunity to share God’s Love 

& Word through their actions and the materials that 

will be provided. There are areas that are still availa-

ble for you to join us in this important work! Work 

has taken place to start our Donation Sign Up list for 

the crafts, snacks, etc. that will be needed for the 

children.  

 

Both of these sheets will be available at the Wel-

come Center in the Narthex for you to be a part of! 

Registration forms are being finalized & will be avail-

able around Memorial Day for you to be able to sign 

up your child & to share with their friends. We hope 

to also include online registration here through our 

congregation’s website.  

 

If you have any questions you can ask either of our 

coordinators Madeline Bickel 

or Ruth Chinery; and Randy 

Bickel will do what he can to 

help you out also. Please pray 

for and be a part of this im-

portant ministry to the chil-

dren of our community!  

Prayer for Today:   

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.  Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof ….  
Amen 

Congregational Meeting – June 17, 
2018 at 9:30 am  

 
Lots of changes coming up, try to  

attend, meeting in the Sanctuary, see 
you there! 

Valley Lutheran Football presents  
Youth Camp 2018 

For grades 4-8th – June 18-20 from 5-7 pm at Valley 
Lutheran HS Practice Field, register at 
www.VLHS.com/camps.  Topics are: Throwing, 
blocking, catching, kicking, punting and tackling. 

Clean & Green 2018 
Please take this opportunity to be a Missionary on 
Flint’s east side by joining us for a Saturday Clean & 
Green event.  Cleaning and mowing lots on Satur-
days: June 2, June 30, July 14, August 11 or Septem-
ber 15.  Contact Sue@FranklinAveMission.org to 
sign up your team.  Look for a display in the narthex 
with more information. 

http://www.VLHS.com/camps
mailto:Sue@FranklinAveMission.org


ST. MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH, BIRCH RUN PAGE 4 

 
 St. Martin Lutheran 

Church 
10995 Canada Road,  
Birch Run, MI 48415 

Please Rush 

Dated Material 

Published Monthly 

Non-Profit Organization 

      U.S. Postage 

       PAID 
  Birch Run, MI 48415 
          Permit No. 4 

Prayer List 
Tim Bender 

Dawn Schluckebier 
Norm hess 

Duane Jones 
Gerri Quinn 

Sharon Bickel 
Todd Pirich 
Cade Knoll 

Lily McCotter 
Virginia Roth 

Kevin Lee 
Shawn Richard 
Bryan Costello 

Bob Kinkaid 
Bob Blehm 

Hector’s Papa 
Steve Bishop 
Ruth Schafer 

Lisa Blaska 
Kelly Klump 

 
Baptism 

Jay & Alayna 
 

Church Triumphant 
Wilmar Rodammer 

Rose Stiger 

Guest Speaker – Ron Gries 
Ron Gries, author of 
“Through Death to Life” 
chronicles his journey 
through the suffering and 
death of his wife, and his 
healing, sharing the testing 
of faith, the sadness of loss 
and the triumph of spirit.  
Open to the public and pre-
sented at St. Martin Luther-
an Church on September 18 
from 6:30 – 7:30 pm in the 
fellowship hall.  More de-
tails to follow 

How can you use your gifts and talents at  
St. Martin? 

We have immediate Sunday Morning worship needs: 
Lay Assistants   Ushers / Greeters 
Altar Guild   Prayer Partners 
Readers   Choir Members  
Acolytes  
Tech Booth – Lights, Sounds & Computer 
Please pray about a ministry God might be leading you 
to help with and contact the church office at 624-9204.   

Adult Bible Study and  
Children’s Sunday School 

 

Every Sunday – 9:30 to 10:15 am.  With all 
the great things God has for His children, we 
don’t want to miss any of it!  We hope all of 
you take advantage of this blessing. 

Spotlight Bulletin Board 
Communications and Promotions Team has been 
implemented.  We are excited to let you know that 
you can stay updated through the following ave-
nues:  The Spotlight Bulletin Board in the narthex, 
our web site and Facebook Page, the monthly News-
letter, and weekly bulletin’s News and Notes.  Check 
out the bulletin board and see what’s in the Spot 
Light.  Please note that all promotion requests will 
still go through the church office and filtered to the 
committee through Lori.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation as we grow.  If question, please contact Carol 
Matzke (clm7jwm@aol.com) 810.938.5600 or Judy 
Crawford (jujucrawford0@gmail.com) 989.284.2968.  
We would need your information 45 days before 
event to get it in newsletter and the board.  Thank 
you.  

mailto:clm7jwm@aol.com
mailto:jujucrawford0@gmail.com

