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Getting Your Prayers Answered – Part 1 
 

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask       

whatever you wish, and it will be given you. John 15:7 

Have you spent weeks, months, or even years praying about something spe-

cific? Are you saying, ‘Lord, I know what Your Word says, so why isn’t it 

working for me?’ In order to get the result you’re praying for, you must be 

able to answer these three questions: 1) Are you praying for God’s will? Je-

sus said, ‘If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what 

you desire, and it shall be done for you’ (v. 7). The word ‘abide’ speaks of 

intimacy and close connection. It paints a picture of ‘home’, the place where 

you experience provision and nurture. When you have that kind of relation-

ship with God, you’ll know His heart and His desires so well that your will is 

going to line up with His will. And as a result you’ll get what you ask for. 

Don’t just assume that what you are praying for is in line with God’s will. 

Instead test your prayer by applying the ‘abiding principle’. Abiding brings 

spiritual maturity. And when you’re spiritually mature you begin to pray 

differently. Your prayers aren’t self-centered and self-seeking. The time you 

spend in the presence of the One you love most becomes more important 

to you than the end result you hope for. You don’t mind waiting, because 

you realize God’s timing is always perfect. And when He chooses to say no 

to your request, you rejoice and say, ‘Then you’ve something better in mind 

for me, and I trust You.’ Have you reached that point yet in your walk with 

Him? 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, help me to pray keeping Your will front and center. Only 
then will the answer be the right answer. In Your Precious Name, Amen 

 
The above devotion was written/compiled from multiple sources by 
Tim Hetzner, President of Lutheran Church Charities and author of 

WORD Bible Studies.  To view other devotions, check out:  
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org 

July 2017—Happy 4th of July! 
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 ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE 

1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 
 
(Sts. 2-3 copyrighted) 
Stanzas from the original Navy Hymn: 
*2 O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
And hushed their raging at Thy word, 
Who walkedst on the foaming deep 
And calm amid its rage didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 
 
*3 Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bid its angry tumult cease, 
And give, for wild confusion, peace; 
O hear us when we when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 
 
4 O Trinity of love and pow'r 
Our people shield in danger's hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Dear Father in Heaven,   
We praise and thank you for these summer 
months. The good weather and some extra time 
for family, friends, and vacations (or 
“stay”cations) have put us in great spirits.  We are 
thankful for Your many blessings!  
  
Lord, on this Independence Day 2017, we cele-
brate the freedoms won for us by those in the 
Armed Forces in years past.  We thank you for 
giving them courage to serve this great country. 
We will not forget their sacrifice. 
 
God, this beautiful Christian Navy hymn reminds 
us that you are in charge of all that happens here 
on earth, during times of war and danger and in 
times of peace and calm, not only within our na-
tion, but also within our own lives.  
 
Our nation has recently had its share of conflict, 
crime, death, and terror. Similarly, our lives can, 
at times, be filled with battles of mind, body, and 
spirit. Jesus, we give you all of our fears and wor-
ries in prayer right now. Please forgive us for not 
trusting You completely. We have fallen short of 
your expectations so many times and in so many 
ways. We daily sin and we are sorry. Please for-
give us.   
 
Father, Your Holy Word declares that Jesus has 
already won the final battle for us. He already 
conquered sin, death and the devil. You ignored 
your only Son. Thank you for putting us first. We 
truly didn’t deserve it yet the victory is ours in 
Jesus! 
 
Send an extra measure of your Holy Spirit, Gra-
cious God, as we continue to face our battles in 
this daily life. As you were returning to Heaven, 
You promised us that by sending Your Spirit, You 
would be strengthening our faith and renewing 
our Hope in You as our Savior. Come, Holy Spirit, 
Come! 

In Christ Alone - Amen 

From the Director of Music: July 2017 
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Prayer List 
Rose Stiger 
Clint Nanny 

Karen Cuckley 
Krissy 

Virginia Roth 
Sally VanNess 

Ruth Booth 
Norm Hess 
Judy Jones 

Janet Brehaut 
Marandan Karpuk 

Lily Armentrout 
Jeff Platt 

Debbie Ingle 
Merle Schmitzer 

 

Church Triumphant 
Jacob Hoffman 

 
Thanksgiving 

Maddox Stricker 
Baptism 

Les & Anne's 59th 

One Service—Sunday July 30th 
10:30AM with Potluck to follow 

As part of our continuing focus on St. Martin’s vision 
and mission, we will again be worshipping together at 
one service at 10:30 AM on Sunday, July 30th. Sunday 
school and adult bible study will still meet at their nor-
mal times. This is a great opportunity to invite a friend 
or family member as we worship 
in spirit and in truth. 

VBS 2017—Mighty Fortress! 
We appreciate your prayers for Mighty Fortress, 
our vacation Bible School being held on July 10-14 
from 9 am to noon, and July 10-13 from 5:30 to 
7:30pm. Ask God to bring children to our program 
so they can know and grow in Jesus, our Savior! 
Ask God to provide leaders and helpers for this im-
portant mission.  

"The harder the conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we es-
teem too lightly; it is dearness only that gives 
everything its value. I love the man that can 
smile in trouble, that can gather strength from 
distress and grow brave by reflection. 'Tis the 
business of little minds to shrink; but he whose 
heart is firm, and whose conscience approves 
his conduct, will pursue his principles unto 
death." 

Thomas Paine  


