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News from Rev. Dr. Edward and Monica Naumann,  

serving the Lord in South Asia 

Each month, St. Martin sends financial support to Rev. Dr. Edward and 

Monica Naumann. They have sent us an update on their ministry 

efforts and to thank us for our ongoing support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST C.E.L.C. PASTOR ORDAINED Asia Regional Director Rev. Charles Ferry 

ordains Vicar Gnanakumar Two out of the seven students who sat for theo-

logical interviews in July, who had completed eight intensive courses over 

the past year, were certified for ordination into the Ceylon Evangelical Lu-

theran Church. Rev. Gnanakumar was ordained into the ministry on Septem-

ber 2, 2017 by the Regional Director Rev. Charles Ferry. About a hundred 

people, including many of Rev. Gnanakumar’s relatives, and families from 

his mission station in Eila, witnessed the service, which was held at Lanka 

Bible College, Peradeniya, at the closing of the first CELC Convocation. After 

his ordination, Rev. Gnanakumar led the Communion liturgy for his first 

time, and did a fine job! The other candidate, vicar Anton, was certified on 

the condition that his fiancée be confirmed in the Lutheran Church, which 

has now been fulfilled, as of October 15. Anton’s ordination will be sched-

uled in 2018. Most of the remaining vicars will continue to serve as lay lead-

ers in the remote preaching stations on tea plantations. What a joyous occa-

sion to add another much-needed pastor to the Lutheran church in Sri 

Lanka, and to be able to look forward to the addition of another pastor in 

the near future! Both pastors will continue to receive theological education 

and guidance in their first years of ministry.  

December 2017—Merry Christmas! 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ST. MARTIN  

SHOWING CHRIST’S LOVE 

TRANSFORMING LIVES 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
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December Worship Services 
 

Christmas Eve (Sunday, 12/24) 
  10 AM (Communion) 
  4 PM  
  7 PM (Communion) 

 
Christmas Day 

10 AM (Communion) 
 

New Years Eve (Sunday, 12/31) 
1 Service—10:30 
Potluck to follow 

Children’s Christmas Program  
The Next Noel 

Sunday, December 3 at 4:00 pm 
Leon is again the center of the action, only this 
year, he, having matured from the simple state of 
understudy, is directing the Christmas pageant.  He 
has grand and lofty dreams, and expectations for 
the program.  However, the closer the cast gets to 
opening night, the more wildly overstated and ri-
diculous Leon’s ideas become – and more im-
portantly, the more the program becomes all 
about Leon’s initiative instead of God’s miracle at 
Christmas.  Come and watch the children as they 
share their love for Jesus.   

Adult Bible Study and  
Children’s Sunday School 

 
Every Sunday – 9:30 to 10:15 am.  With all 

the great things God has for His children, 

we don’t want to miss any of it!  We hope 

all of you take advantage of this blessing. 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our 2017 Confirmation Class! 

Austin Alma, Emma Armentrout, Ruth Chinery, 

Magdalena Guinther, Kevin Hill, Brooke Pagel, 

Courtney Pagel, Sydney Pagel and Jaidyn Riggs. 



ST. MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH, BIRCH RUN PAGE 4 

 
 St. Martin Lutheran 

Church 
10995 Canada Road,  
Birch Run, MI 48415 

Please Rush 

Dated Material 

Published Monthly 

Non-Profit Organization 

      U.S. Postage 

       PAID 
  Birch Run, MI 48415 
          Permit No. 4 

Prayer List 
Mike Matzke 

Christin 
Charles Bishop 

Karla Zissler 
Gabe Bryce 

Shawn Wellman 
Merle Schmitzer 

Cliff Bielby 
Sandra Connerley 

Presient Maier 
Pastor Jeff Walsh 

President Harrison 
St. Paul-Flint 

Vision & Mission 
Team 

Franklin Ave Mission 
POBLO 

Rev. Edward  
Naumann 

 
 

Church Triumphant 
Ruth Booth 

Linda Ramsey 
William Gilbert 
Chris Buesing 

 
 

Ladies Advent by Candle Light Event 
Mark your calendars ladies for this year’s advent by 
candle light event on Saturday, December 2, 2017 star-
ing at 6:30 pm. 
 
The advent by candlelight event can be a great oppor-
tunity to introduce friends, neighbors, co-workers and 
family members to church. Think about inviting an un-
churched woman from our community, or a high 
school girl from our congregation to help them become 
a part of our group. There will not be assigned tables. 
We ask guest to arrive by 6:15 am. 
 
A 20 person minimum is needed for this event. A Head 

count is requested to participate due to food planning. 

Look for the sign up at or by the Welcome Center. 

Deadline is Sunday, November 26.  Any questions 

please contact Alisa Riggs at 810-893-1476. 

Luther’s Christmas Sermon—1530 
One who hears the message of the angel and be-
lieves it will be filled with fear, like the shep-
herds.  True, it is too high for me to believe that I 
should come into this treasure without any merit on 
my part.  And yet, so it must be. What we have said, 
then, has been about that second faith, which is not 
only to believe in Mary’s Son, but rather that he 
who lies in the virgin’s lap is our Savior, that you ac-
cept this and give thanks to God, who so loved you 
that he gave you a Savior who is yours. Him, there-
fore, we should acknowledge and accept; confess 
him as our Savior in every need, call upon him, and 
never doubt that he will save us from all misfor-
tune.  Amen.   


