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Easter Stinks 
It was just after Easter service, five years ago that I found myself feel-
ing a bit low.  Why, you ask?  Was it the “post-holiday” blues?  No.  
Was it the fact that I could place absolute trust in the reality that our 
sanctuary would be 33% “lighter” only a week after the blessed festi-
val?  Nope.  Perhaps, you will conclude that it was the cumulative 
effect of our mid-Michigan winter on my seasonal affect.  Not that 
either (although the cold and rain make for miserable sucker fishing 
conditions). 
 

It wasn’t any of those things.  Before I give away the mystery, I can 
begin by stating that my personal state was already mildly affected 
following a recent death in the family, and the lingering memory of a 
death not so recent.   I have to remind myself often that death takes 
its toll on our psyches…whether we are consciously aware or not.  If 
we allow death to have the last answer in our lives – then the land-
scape will look rather grey and lonely and pointless and smelly. 
 
The aggravating event was quite innocuous actually.   Seven days fol-
lowing the Easter festival, I was standing at the altar, making prepara-
tions for worship that day when I had a mini-epiphany.  I commented 
to myself, “It smells like a funeral home in this Sanctuary.”   
 

It may cause a lesser Christian to remark, 
“Easter stinks.”  Of course the offending 
odors were coming from the wonderful 
array of Easter lilies, tulips, and daffodils 
adorning our sanctuary.  Now…to be clear 
– the aforementioned flowers cannot be 
blamed for the olfactory transgression any 
more than an infant can be blamed for the 
aromas he gives off on a daily basis.  But 
the thought, triggered by a smell was 
there.   
  (continued on next page) 

Reaching, Bringing, Touching 

April 2017—Happy Easter! 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ST. MARTIN  

You killed the author of life, 

but God raised him from the 

dead. We are witnesses of 

this. 16 By faith in the name of 

Jesus, this man whom you see 

and know was made strong. It 

is Jesus’ name and the faith 

that comes through him that 

has completely healed him, as 

you can all see.  

 

Acts 3: 15-16 
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Ministry Updates  from Director of Worship and Music                        

Lenten Worship & Dramas What a blessing to have midweek Lenten dramas relating 
to OUR congregation and written especially FOR St. Martin by our very own Diann 
Duby! We praise the Lord for her willingness and talent in this ministry area. I have 
selected hymns and praise songs that reflect Scriptures and themes within each dra-
ma. To God be the Glory!   
 
Special Music Calendar We now have an ongoing calendar for musicians to volunteer to sing and play instru-
ments as they are ready. They will choose their own date and song appropriate for worship and will sing/play 
in the middle of early and at the beginning of late in order to glorify God in both worship services. (They will 
“try out” the Sunday prior to make sure we are professional and “worship-ready”. If more time is needed, I will 
postpone their song date.) 
 
Children: The addition of our Kristal Bells has been wonderful. We continue to offer leaders and members the 
opportunity to give a $25 donation to purchase a song of their choice and in memory or in honor of someone. 
This could be done for a birthday, Baptism, new baby, a student’s Confirmation, wedding anniversary, or any 
other family or church celebration. We would like to recognize the donation/song choice in the church bulletin 
and newsletter to recognize the person being honored/remembered and to help potential donors to see that 
they are joining with us in building our Kristal Bells Song Library. 
 
Youth: I have been able to build relationships with the children while working with them in musical capacities 
at the high school level (praise team singers, etc.) and also with the Sunday School children (ringing/singing/
drama, Christmas Program) Randy has other youth updates. 
 
Recent Purchases: The new Sanctuary computer and Easy Worship Software are a blessing. Thank you St. Mar-

tin for these purchases!               Stephanie   

(Continued from page 1…) 
The problem…as I now see it was internal.  I had allowed my emo-
tions to mix with the odor of the day like a vile milkshake composed 
of ice cream, worms and dirt.  My Easter concoction, for the moment 
at least, consisted of the odor of Easter flora, death, funeral homes, 
my wife’s auntie passing and my mother succumbing to cancer oh so 
many years ago.   
 
But immediately I remembered something else.  The funeral we 
acknowledged on Good Friday, with all the pain, and death, and hor-
rible smells ended a bit differently.  This funeral left no sting…but a 
victory.  “Death has been swallowed up in victory,” wrote Paul in 1 
Corinthians.   
 

I can now reappraise my original conclusion that, “Easter stinks,” 

and, because of our Lord Jesus Christ’s death and  

resurrection.  Death isn’t the end.  Death doesn’t get the final word.  

Death has been destroyed…all because of one little event.  He is ris-

en.  Easter still stinks, but it stinks with the wonderful fragrance of 

victory, and life and the love of God.         Pastor Jim  
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Prayer List 
Jim 

Marie Reimer 
Rose Stiger 

Sharon Bickel 
Jackie Lee 

Ruth Booth 
Riley VanNess 

Jason Engel 
Ashley VanNess 

Ashleigh 
Addison 

Larry Hyde 
Bud Purcell 

Thelma & Bob Ross 
Jack Peters 

Adam 
 
 

Church Triumphant 
Doris Wallace 
Leonard Perrin 

 

Thanksgiving 
Al & Donna’s 65th 

Birth of Aaliyah Riley 

One Worship Service & Potluck 
Sunday April, 30th—10:30 

As part of our Vision and Mission refocusing, we 
will be conducting one service on month’s with 
five Sundays. Our first single service is Sunday, 
April 30th at 10:30 am. Please join us after the 
service for a potluck dinner. This is also a great 
opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor or fami-
ly member who hasn’t been acquainted with St. 
Martin as of yet.  

Mission and Vision Theme 5: Worship  
 
We continue to make both the Traditional and Contem-
porary worship services distinct from one another, in-
cluding the use of different music and worship styles. In 
addition to praise team leaders at 10:45, we utilize mul-
ti-media (slides/videos) at late worship. As Worship Di-
rector of St. Martin Lutheran Church, I will always be 
focused on God's Word & Sacrament, which guides 
worship planning no matter the musical/worship style. 
We ask for your continued prayers that God’s Will be 
done at St. Martin as well as patience from our leader-
ship and members. We love positive 
input and constructive criticism aimed 
at guiding the worshiper to Jesus 
through Word and Sacrament.  

Buffalo Wild Wings Fundraiser 
On April 26th at the Birch Run restaurant the 
High School Youth attending at the District 
Youth Gathering will be having a fundraiser 
from 5pm-9, but you must have one of our cer-
tificates. There are some guidelines for our 
event so please check your News & Notes, the 
High School Youth, or Randy for the details & 
certificates. This will be a delicious way for you 
to help support us as prepare to serve God & 
grow in our relationship with Him at the District 
Youth Gathering. Thanks again & Hope to See 

You There!      Randy 


